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The Conclusions and resolution on Industry and Research annexed hereto have been adopted at the 

Competitiveness Council on 13 May 2003 and will be published in the E.U. Official Journal. 

 

ANNEX I:  Council Conclusions on "Industrial Competitiveness in an enlarged Europe" 

ANNEX II:  Council Conclusions on "Strengthening European Innovation Policy" 

ANNEX III: Council Conclusions on "European Defense - Industrial and market issues: 

towards an EU Defense Equipment Policy" 

ANNEX IV: Council Conclusions on "Adapting e-Business Policies in a changing 

Environment" 

ANNEX V: Council Resolution on "The development of an overall European Space Policy" 

 

____________________ 
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ANNEX I 

 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON  

"INDUSTRIAL COMPETITIVENESS IN AN ENLARGED EUROPE" 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

 

1. RECALLING: 

 

- the Conclusions of the Lisbon European Council on the strategy for making the EU the world�s 

most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy, capable of sustainable economic 

growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion by 2010 and the further 

elaboration of this strategy by the Stockholm, Gothenburg and Barcelona European Councils; 

- the Conclusions of the Barcelona Council which agreed that overall spending on R&D and 

innovation in the Union should be increased with the aim of approaching 3% of GDP by 2010; 

- the Conclusions of the Seville European Council which welcomed the Action Plan for 

simplifying and improving the regulatory environment; 

- the Conclusions of the Copenhagen European Council concerning enlargement; 

- the Council Conclusions of 3 March 2003 on the promotion of entrepreneurship and small 

firms;
1
 

- the contribution of the Competitiveness Council to the Spring European Council 2003 adopted 

on 3 March 2003;
1
 

- the Conclusions of the Brussels European Council of 20 and 21 March 2003, which noted that 

in boosting European competitiveness, a new approach to industrial policy will be important. 

 

2. WELCOMES the Commission�s Communication on �Industrial Policy in an Enlarged Europe�
2
, 

which stresses the importance of the contribution of industry to competitiveness. 

                                                 
1
  doc. 7576/03 ECO 44 IND 42 MI 58. 

2
  Doc. 5078/03 IND 1 ECO 2 - COM(2002) 714 final. 
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3. RECOGNISES: 

 

- that the slowdown in productivity growth in the EU presents a challenge to attaining the goals of 

the Lisbon strategy and requires effective action to be taken in response; 

- the opportunities and the challenges in the industrial sector, arising from the enlargement of the 

European Union, as well as those resulting in particular from technological and organisational 

change, new societal demands and globalisation, including increased competition in world 

markets; also recognising different global framework conditions; 

- the vital role industry has to play in implementing the objectives defined at the Lisbon European 

Council and in the framework of the European Union�s strategy for sustainable development; 

- the need to re-examine industrial competitiveness policy, reflected in various Council 

Resolutions and Conclusions and/or in several Commission Papers and Communications, with a 

view to adapting it to current circumstances, as part of the Council's horizontal role in ensuring 

an integrated approach to the enhancement of competitiveness and growth. 

 

4. EMPHASISES: 

 

- that industrial policy is horizontal in nature and involves the application of enterprise policy 

instruments.  It aims at securing framework conditions favourable to industrial competitiveness, 

while taking into account the specific needs and characteristics of individual sectors; 

- that the coherence between the different Community policies requires that the balance between 

the three pillars of sustainable development -economic, social and environmental- is such that 

competitiveness is improved; 

- that an effective industrial policy implies the search for the appropriate balance between the 

different objectives of Community policies that have an impact on the competitiveness of 

industry; 

- the importance of actively pursuing efforts to develop knowledge, innovation and 

entrepreneurship as  key factors affecting industrial competitiveness; 

- that due attention should be given to the needs of small firms in the conception and application 

of industrial policy; 

- the interdependence of industry and services and their importance for EU competitiveness, 

bearing in mind the specific needs of SMEs; 
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- that a high level of social cohesion, training and education, are core aspects of the knowledge 

economy as well as of competitiveness; 

- the importance of competition policy in reinforcing global industrial competitiveness, while 

ensuring complementarity and synergies between competition and industrial policy; 

- the importance of the early implementation of the action plan on risk capital along the EU; 

- the importance of ensuring the full implementation of the internal market, including for 

services, for the creation and development of businesses in Europe; 

- that a well developed infrastructure and integrated energy, transport and telecommunications 

networks are essential for the good functioning of the internal market and for competitiveness, 

in particular in view of enlargement.  In this respect the targets set by the Barcelona European 

Council must be fully met, taking due account of services of general interest; 

- that the frameworks, institutions and instruments, necessary to the business environment and for 

industry are in place and function efficiently;  

- the need to encourage enterprises, to make effective use of information and communication 

technologies, new management techniques and manpower training to improve substantially 

productivity, and to invest more in R&D and innovation. 

 

5. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES AND ACCEDING COUNTRIES TO: 

 

- contribute actively, through their instruments of industrial policy, to implementing the 

objectives of the Lisbon strategy and the sustainable development strategy; 

- strive to improve the coherence between different national and regional policies having an 

impact on industrial competitiveness; 

- apply, where appropriate, the principle of "think small first" when designing new or reviewing 

existing legal instruments;  

- contribute to increasing the competitiveness of European industry by undertaking systematic 

impact assessment taking into account national practices and legal systems, as well as 

consultation on future legislation, notably by ensuring full involvement of stakeholders; 
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- ensure that innovation and research are encouraged by facilitating and stimulating the 

emergence of innovative clusters and networks, thus contributing to industrial competitiveness 

and to the improvement of the environment for entrepreneurship; 

- take all necessary steps to ensure a sustained and measurable improvement in the way the 

internal market function, in particular by speeding up the transposition of relevant Community 

legislation; 

- continue their efforts to enforce competition policy and to reduce the overall level of state aid 

and redirect it towards horizontal objectives of common interest, including cohesion objectives, 

and inter alia, R&D and innovation. 

 

6. INVITES THE COMMISSION TO: 

 

- intensify the work on a new approach to industrial policy; 

- report, on a regular basis, on the progress and especially on the means of improving the 

integration of different Community policies having an impact on industrial competitiveness;  

- pursue its work on the action plan �Simplifying and improving the regulatory environment�, 

integrating the concept �think small first� and improving regulation affecting competitiveness, 

including the New Approach to product policy and developing European standards, and to 

assess, where appropriate, the use of alternatives to legislation to avoid excessive administrative 

burdens; 

- continue developing the extended impact assessment and systematic consultation of interested 

parties on all major proposed EU legislation to ensure a balanced approach to the policies 

affecting the competitiveness of enterprises and to ensure that European enterprises operate on a 

level playing field in the global economy; 

- inform the Council as early as possible about proposals which will be subject to an extended 

impact assessment and, when available, about the results thereof, thus facilitating the 

identification of those proposals considered likely to have a substantial effect on 

competitiveness; 

- examine the competitiveness of industrial sectors, currently subject to important competitive 

challenges and propose, if necessary, any useful initiatives to improve their competitiveness, 

keeping in mind the SME dimension; 
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- examine the operating environment for emerging industries in order to stimulate economic 

activity and new global leadership based on emerging technologies; 

- analyse the needs and specific characteristics of industry and the impact of enlargement on 

competitiveness and take account of the findings when proposing new initiatives; 

- examine in the wider context of the Commission's Services strategy, the contribution of services 

to the competitiveness of European industry. 

 

7. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES, ACCEDING COUNTRIES AND THE 

COMMISSION TO: 

 

- exchange on a regular basis information on their respective industrial and competitiveness 

policies and build on the use of the Best Procedure to identify critical factors and propose policy 

recommendations; 

- examine ways of developing synergies and, by focussing on concrete implementation, improve 

the exchange of information and best practice in the different domains relating to industrial 

policy, taking into account national and regional specificities, and applying an open method of 

co-ordination, which includes a peer review process, on a voluntary basis; 

- establish, within the context of the Council's ongoing work on an integrated strategy for 

competitiveness, a roadmap on the concrete ways in which industrial policy can contribute to 

achieving the Lisbon objectives, particularly in the framework of a sustainable development 

strategy, and monitor progress. 

 

___________________ 

 

 

 



 

9341/03  CM/kdv 7 

 DG C II  EN 

ANNEX II 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 

"STRENGTHENING EUROPEAN INNOVATION POLICY" 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

 

1. RECALLING: 

 

− the Conclusions of the Lisbon European Council on the strategy for making the EU the world�s 

most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy, capable of sustainable economic 

growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion by 2010 and the further 

elaboration of this strategy by the Stockholm, Gothenburg and Barcelona European Councils; 

− the Council Conclusions of 5 December 2000 on innovation as a factor for competitiveness
1
; 

− the Conclusions of the Barcelona European Council which called for a significant boost of the 

overall R&D and innovation effort in the Union ; 

− the conclusions of the Copenhagen European Council concerning enlargement; 

− the Council Conclusions of 3 March 2003 on the promotion of entrepreneurship and small 

firms; 

− the contribution of the Competitiveness Council to the Spring European Council 2003 adopted 

on 3 March 2003 
2
; 

− the Conclusions of the Brussels European Council of 20 and 21 March 2003, giving priority to 

innovation and entrepreneurship and stressing the need for Europe to do more to turn ideas into 

real value-added. 

 

2. WELCOMES: 

 

− the Commission�s Communication on �Innovation policy: updating the Union�s approach in the context 

of the Lisbon strategy�
 3
 which stresses the multi-dimensional nature of the innovation phenomenon; 

− the Commission's intention to increase its efforts to foster a European Innovation Policy that 

contributes to strengthening European competitiveness and progress towards a knowledge-based 

economy. 

                                                 
1
  Doc. 14000/00 PRESSE 466. 

2
  Doc. 7031/03 POLGEN 12 COMPET 6 RECH 34. 

3
  Doc. 7501/03 ECOFIN 89 MI 57 RECH 38 IND 40 EDUC 47 REGIO 2. 
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3. RECOGNISES THAT: 

 

− innovative activity driven, inter alia, by a high level of competition between enterprises is a key 

factor in stimulating productivity growth and competitiveness; 

− innovative activities and technological breakthroughs are key factors to achieve sustainable 

development; 

− the full scope and importance of the innovation phenomenon requires developing a better 

understanding of the drivers of innovation in the European context; 

− enlargement has the potential to change significantly the Union's innovation performance thus 

creating new opportunities and challenges; 

− the EU needs to improve the environment for innovation in order to close the gap with its major 

trading partners; 

− enterprises are at the heart of the innovation process, and innovation policy must have positive 

effects on their behaviour, capabilities and operating environment;  

− innovation policy should form part of a coherent framework of policies for developing the 

competitiveness of European enterprises; 

− innovation policy should, where appropriate, be complemented by a sectoral dimension, inter 

alia in relation with specific technologies; 

− access to finance is a prerequisite for creating favourable conditions for innovative enterprises, 

in particular for small firms; the Innovation Initiatives of the European Investment Bank could 

play an important role towards this aim; 

− the 6th RTD Framework Programme and the development of the European Research Area 

(ERA), including improved synergies with European initiatives and coordinated joint efforts 

such as Eureka, must play an important role in encouraging and stimulating innovation; 

− frontier and leading edge technologies and technologies of a strategic nature, such as space 

technology, advanced information and communication technology, biotechnology and defence 

and security related R&D could play an important role in stimulating innovation and 

competitiveness;  
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− the exchange of good practice and experience within the Union, as well as the reduction of 

obstacles to innovation, could contribute to increasing the innovation performance of the Union 

as a whole in order to meet the Lisbon objectives; 

− the Common political approach adopted by the Council on 3 March 2003 gives strong impetus 

to the Community patent, which is of crucial importance for the protection of intellectual 

property and to stimulate innovation. 

 

4. EMPHASISES THAT: 

 

− innovation goes beyond technological innovation and can take many other forms, such as 

through the development of new business concepts, new means of distribution, marketing or 

design and through organisational or presentational change; 

− the speed and efficiency of the spreading of innovation through the economy is critical to 

productivity, economic growth and job creation; advanced electronic communications are a 

powerful engine within the Information Society which contributes to the momentum of this 

process; 

− enterprises must be considered as central to innovation in Europe and small firms should benefit 

from improved business support services facilitating access to technical, financial and legal 

information and advice; 

− the emergence of new firms such as new technology based firms (NTBFs) and spin-offs, such as 

those arising from universities and private knowledge-based companies, is a strong force for 

innovation in many sectors and that it is these firms which often have strong potential for 

growth; 

− R&D and technology transfer are essential for long-term economic growth, while recognising 

that they must be accompanied by measures to facilitate the successful exploitation of results, 

such as prototyping, testing and adaptation, engineering, reengineering and demonstration; 

− well-functioning co-operation between the science sector and industry is one of the major 

factors facilitating innovation in enterprises; 

− business investment in R&D and innovation in the Union should be increased, moving towards 

the Barcelona objective of approaching 3% of GDP ; 
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− measures supporting the creation of framework conditions such as highly competitive markets, 

well-functioning capital markets, including seed and venture capital, sophisticated consumer 

demand and a supportive regulatory environment are conducive to innovation; 

− joint public and private partnerships in particular in R&D, including through the use of support 

infrastructures, such as science parks and business incubators, contribute to the effectiveness of 

public investments in innovation; 

− flexible, mobile and skilled human resources are required for innovation and that the quality of 

education and training, including vocational training, must be improved in order to move 

towards a knowledge-based economy.  

 

5. CONFIRMS that European innovation policy development requires in particular: 

− interaction with other policy areas for improving the environment for innovative enterprises; 

− stimulation of greater market dynamism, including the acceptance of new products by 

customers and the emerging concept of "lead markets"; 

− public sector involvement resulting from its role as a major user of new products and services 

(e.g. e-government); 

− strengthening the regional dimension of innovation policy, notably by the development of 

clusters of excellence.  

 

6. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES AND ACCEDING COUNTRIES TO: 

− build and strengthen innovation strategies, ensuring a well-coordinated approach among 

national and regional authorities; 

− define policy objectives in the field of innovation, reflecting the specificity of their respective 

innovation systems, and views of the most appropriate route to achieving improved innovation 

performance; 

− create favourable framework conditions that foster innovation and take into account the 

specificities of small firms; 

− improve indicators within the context of an upgraded European innovation scoreboard and to set 

their own quantitative and/or qualitative targets on a voluntary basis; 
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− encourage national statistical offices in improving the collection of comparable, up-to-date 

statistical data of quality in the area of innovation, while taking into account the need not to 

increase the burden on enterprises when collecting data; 

− promote innovation through public authorities as providers of advisory and support services, as 

implementers of regulatory and administrative rules, and through their role as a major consumer 

of products and services; 

− encourage regional and local authorities in the development of innovation strategies building on 

specific regional or local strengths and cross-border partnerships involving all relevant actors; 

− continue their efforts to improve innovative firms' access to competitively rated finance, and 

consider the potential for encouraging innovation where appropriate through various forms of 

policy incentives; 

− redirect state aid, as necessary, towards stimulating innovation, bearing in mind the need for a 

global reduction of state aid. 

 

7. INVITES THE COMMISSION TO: 

− ensure a well coordinated approach for a European innovation strategy, in particular by 

improving framework conditions for innovation; 

− upgrade the European innovation scoreboard to take account of the multidimensional nature of 

innovation and increase the coherence of the various policy benchmarking exercises, for 

example, European innovation scoreboard, enterprise scoreboard, science and technology key 

figures; 

− take into account the impact of its initiatives on the innovation performance of enterprises, in 

particular small firms; 

− strengthen existing procedures and processes enabling Member States and acceding countries to 

learn from each other�s experience in the development and implementation of innovation policy; 

− support the creation of an environment conducive to innovation by considering, in particular, 

when reviewing the Community framework on state aid, the best means of taking into account 

market failures in generating innovation and its dissemination; 

− continue its support for the efforts of Member States� regional authorities in devising innovation 

policies; 

− support acceding countries in rapidly developing their framework for innovation, and extend the 

European innovation scoreboard to give the same coverage to acceding countries as to the 

current Member States;  

− report regularly on progress in strengthening innovation policy at national and EU level. 
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8. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES, ACCEDING COUNTRIES AND THE COMMISSION 

TO: 

− cooperate in further developing the analysis and discussion of the innovation process, policies 

and performances; 

− ensure appropriate co-ordination of innovation policy, on a voluntary basis, at EU, national and 

regional levels; 

− strengthen existing processes, in the framework of the Trend Chart on Innovation in Europe, 

enabling Member States to learn from each other's experience in innovation policy development 

and implementation; 

− contribute to promoting innovation in the public sector by promoting training and awareness 

activities on policies and factors shaping the innovation performance of firms;  

− exchange good practices and consider launching initiatives offering, on a voluntary basis, 

independent evaluations of individual national programs, schemes and support agencies for 

promotion of innovation;  

− intensify their cooperation and create a framework of common objectives for strengthening 

innovation in the EU, including an assessment mechanism for taking stock of the progress 

achieved, while respecting the characteristics of national innovation systems and the diversity of 

national approaches; 

− actively engage in the definition of further action required in order to support the Council's work 

in rapidly progressing towards more favourable conditions in which business can innovate, with 

a view to contributing effectively to reaching the Lisbon objectives. 

 

___________________ 
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ANNEX III 

 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 

"EUROPEAN DEFENCE - INDUSTRIAL AND MARKET ISSUES: TOWARDS AN EU 

DEFENCE EQUIPMENT POLICY" 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

 

WELCOMES the communication of the Commission "Towards an EU Defence Equipment 

Policy" as a valuable contribution towards creating the necessary conditions for strengthening the 

industrial and market situation of European businesses, which are directly or indirectly connected 

with the defence equipment market, enhancing defence related research and improving international 

competitiveness of the industries concerned;  

 

RECALLS that the Brussels European Council of 20-21 March 2003 recognised the role that 

defence and security-related R&D could play in promoting leading-edge technologies and thereby 

stimulating innovation and competitiveness; 

 

RECOGNISES in particular the importance of putting in place arrangements, which could lead to 

greater cost-effectiveness, improved harmonisation of standards, and more efficient planning and 

procurement of defence equipment and RTD based on technological innovation; 

 

NOTES the Commission's intention to further develop the initiatives identified in pursuit of these 

objectives and will examine the specific issues raised in the communication in the appropriate 

bodies of the Council; WELCOMES the Commission's identification of themes for further 

reflection and stresses the importance that this analysis takes into consideration the contribution that 

entrepreneurial researchers, start-ups or SMEs can make to the attainment of the Lisbon goals; 

 

WELCOMES the intention of the Commission to present by the end of 2003 a further 

communication developing more fully its planned preparatory action on security-related research, 

with reference also to the longer-term perspective; 

 

INVITES the Commission to report on progress made towards the achievement of the objectives 

set out above by the end of 2003. 

 

_____________ 
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ANNEX IV 

 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 

"ADAPTING e-BUSINESS POLICIES IN A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT" 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

 

1. RECALLING: 

 

− the Conclusions of the Lisbon European Council on the strategy for making the EU the world�s 

most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy, capable of sustainable economic 

growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion by 2010 and the further 

elaboration of this strategy by the Stockholm, Gothenburg and Barcelona European Councils; 

− the European Charter for Small Enterprises, which calls for the creation of the best possible 

environment for small enterprises;  

− previous Council Conclusions and Resolutions on Entrepreneurship, ICT and e-business as 

factors for competitiveness
1
, the impact of the e-economy on the competitiveness of European 

enterprises
2
, a more competitive environment for enterprises

3
, Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) and e-business skills in Europe
4
, and the implementation of the 2005 

eEurope Action Plan
5
; 

− the Conclusions of the Copenhagen European Council concerning enlargement; 

− the Conclusions of the Brussels European Council of 20 and 21 March 2003, which stressed the 

need for exchanging experience and best practice in the field of e-business. 

                                                 
1
 Doc. 8763/01 LIMITE PV/CONS 23 ENER 62 IND 20 

2
 Doc. 9938/02 ECO 210 

3
 Doc. 14914/02 ECO 367 

4
 Doc. 14538/02 LIMITE TELECOM 54 SOC 543 EDUC 150 MI 264 

5
 OJ C 48/2 of 28.02.2003 
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2. NOTING THAT: 

 

− the European Union and the Member States must fulfil their commitments to the timely and 

effective delivery of reforms across the three pillars of sustainable development - economic, 

social and environmental, all essential for the Lisbon strategy; 

− co-ordinated actions in support of improved usage of Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) in business processes are among the main elements for increasing EU 

performance in productivity growth; 

− the policy focus is shifting from promoting e-commerce to a more holistic view of e-business, 

deepening the efficient use of ICT, both in internal and external processes of companies.  

 

3. WELCOMES: 

 

− the Commission�s Communication on �Adapting e-business policies in a changing environment: 

The lessons of the Go Digital initiative and the challenges ahead�, calling upon Member States 

and regions to review their e-business strategies, notably in support of SMEs, to help them adapt 

to a continuously changing e-business environment, and to adopt voluntary e-business policy 

targets to accelerate the shift from e-commerce to e-business; 

− the Commission's intention to set up a "European e-Business Support Network for SMEs" in 

order to bring together e-business policy makers at European, national and regional levels to 

foster the exchange of experience and information; 

� the fact that the Commission, in line with the eEurope 2005 Action Plan, is reviewing, in close 

collaboration with the Member States and in liaison with business representatives, relevant 

legislation, with the aim of identifying and, where appropriate, removing factors that hinder e-

business. 
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4. RECOGNISES THAT: 

 

− widespread take-up and efficient use of ICT in all industries and services, notably SMEs, is 

critical for the competitiveness of the whole EU economy; 

− SMEs face particular difficulties in integrating new technologies and reorganising their business 

processes, due inter alia to a lack of e-business knowledge, especially at managerial level, 

relatively higher ICT and human capital investment costs compared to larger enterprises and a 

lack of common e-business standards; 

− SMEs differ in their e-business readiness across Member States, acceding countries, regions, 

and business sectors; and policy actions therefore should be based on sound economic analysis 

and a clear identification of the challenges to be addressed; 

− advanced e-business policies should facilitate SMEs in taking full advantage of ICT in order to 

re-engineer, automate and streamline business processes; 

− e-business policies, wherever appropriate,  should be based on clear objectives and a mix of 

quantitative and/or qualitative targets in order to ensure that they meet the needs of SMEs and 

facilitate evaluation; 

− efficiency of e-business policies would benefit from a better networking, exchange of 

experience and learning from good practices among Member States and regions; 

− the overall e-business environment is changing constantly, setting new e-business policy 

challenges, such as:  

• to improve the managerial understanding and skills for e-business in SMEs; 

• to promote the availability of SME-friendly e-business solutions; 

• to facilitate effective participation of SMEs in electronic marketplaces and business networks. 
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5. UNDERLINES: 

 

− enterprises' own responsibility for implementing and adopting electronic business processes; 

− that economic growth can be increased through development of business-related e-government 

applications, inter alia for public procurement; 

− that it is important to facilitate the re-orientation of e-business policies, thus responding to the 

changing needs of enterprises;  

− the need to assist SMEs, in particular, to identify e-business opportunities and to implement 

successfully their transformation towards e-business by reorganising their business processes in 

order to make efficient and productive use of ICT; 

− the importance of setting ambitious targets at policy level, to facilitate and promote restructuring 

towards the knowledge economy, as well as specific, measurable, attainable, realistic and time-

related (SMART) targets at operational level, for specific SME policies in support of e-business; 

− the need to foster dialogue and the exchange of good practice between policy makers in the area 

of e-business for SMEs; 

− the need to narrow and close the e-skills gaps and the need for inclusiveness of the entire 

available potential labour pool addressing in particular the severe under-representation of 

women and older employees in the ICT workforce. 

 

6. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES AND ACCEDING COUNTRIES TO: 

 

− further complete, on a voluntary basis, at general policy level, the Enterprise Policy Scoreboard, 

building upon the elements of the �e-business index�, as included in the list of eEurope 2005 

benchmarking indicators; 

− base specific e-business initiatives in favour of SMEs, at operational level, wherever 

appropriate, on clear quantitative and/or qualitative targets that serve to measure their practical 

impact; 

− enhance the e-business skills by encouraging SMEs to participate in e-skills related training 

activities; 
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− make further efforts to stimulate networking and facilitate a constructive dialogue between 

SMEs and ICT service providers; 

− further facilitate the take-up of ICT and e-business by SMEs, with special emphasis on cross 

border electronic transactions and a wider usage of broadband and the facilitation of electronic 

business processes; 

− facilitate the participation of SMEs in Internet trading platforms and public electronic 

procurement by taking appropriate actions to raise awareness and trust in these new trading 

forms and by increasing the public sector usage of ICT and e-business; 

− promote interoperable e-business solutions and e-payment services for cross border transactions, 

by supporting transnational interoperability test-beds, preferably based on open source software. 

 

7. INVITES THE COMMISSION TO: 

 

− facilitate cross border electronic transactions by further supporting the development of 

European standards for interoperable e-business solutions and multi-lingual exchange of data 

and by improving legal information for enterprises through European portals; 

− ensure the full implementation of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan, in particular with respect to the 

needs of SMEs and their broadband access and use; 

− report outcomes of the European e-Business Support Network for SMEs on a regular basis to 

the eEurope Steering Group; 

− promote the development of SME-friendly ICT and e-business solutions, inter alia, by 

facilitating access of SMEs to the 6th RTD Framework Programme; 

− consider the possibility to establish an EU network for the information and support to women 

entrepreneurs in the ICT sector, and promote an EU level awareness initiative; 

− report to the Council by end 2004 on the progress made in the various initiatives to support e-

business for SMEs and on remaining obstacles for using ICT and e-business services. 
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8. INVITES THE COMMISSION, MEMBER STATES AND ACCEDING COUNTRIES 

TO: 

 

− further analyse and benchmark the progress made in the field of ICT and e-business, based upon 

the eEurope 2005 benchmarking indicators; 

− actively engage in the European e-Business Support Network for SMEs, as part of the eEurope 

2005 Action Plan, bringing together regional, national and European e-business initiatives, with 

a view to facilitating exchange of experience and agreeing, on a voluntary basis, future policy 

priorities and targets. 

 

___________________ 
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ANNEX V 

 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON  

"THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN OVERALL EUROPEAN SPACE POLICY" 

 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

 

 

1. RECALLING its conclusions of 10 December 2001, 

 

2. WELCOMING the on-going negotiations with a view to the conclusion of a 

framework agreement between the European Community and the European Space Agency; 

 

3. NOTING the work of the Convention regarding research, technological development and 

space; 

 

4. WELCOMES the Green Paper of the European Commission, prepared in co-operation with 

ESA, and the on-going consultation process launched in order to take into consideration the 

different positions of Member States and aiming at further developing an overall European 

Space Policy; NOTES the contributions already made by a significant cross-section of European 

actors and citizens to the on-going Green Paper consultation; EMPHASIZES the need to 

address critical questions raised in this document as well as user aspects, so as to promote the 

long-term interests of the Union;  

 

5. UNDERLINES the continuously increasing importance of cost-effective and affordable space 

technologies for the European citizens, contributing, inter alia, to:  

- the increasing competitiveness of European enterprises by providing them with new 

opportunities, 

- an emerging knowledge society, 

- the implementation of a wide range of European policies, as well as the relevance of space 

technologies in the context of the further development of European policies, including the 

Common Foreign and Security Policy; 

 

6. EMPHASISES the urgency of concrete action at European level, especially against the 

background of the critical situation in the European space sector, mainly in the launch services 

and the commercial satellite markets, and with a view to meeting critical milestones, in 

particular with regard to the GALILEO project and the restructuring of the European launch 

sector; 

 

7. STRESSES the need for concluding the framework agreement between the Community and 

ESA, as soon as possible and no later than the end of 2003, in view of the White Paper, as a step 

towards the further development of an overall European space policy; 
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8. WELCOMES the Commission's intention to submit to the Council and European Parliament, 

in co-operation with ESA, a White Paper on Space, setting out the objectives and containing 

proposals for required actions for a European Space Policy, with a view to a possible European 

Space Programme; 

 

9. UNDERLINES the importance of international co-operation in space, bearing also in mind the 

emergence of several new space powers, and invites the Commission, in co-operation with ESA, 

to step up its efforts to promote co-operation in this field and notes the Commission's intention 

to organise an international conference; 

 

10. REITERATES that a joint meeting of the Council of the European Union and of the Council of 

the European Space Agency at Ministerial Level could provide additional new momentum to 

the joint efforts to develop a European Space Policy, and considers that the second half of 2003 

could be an appropriate time for such a meeting. 

 

 

_________________ 

 

 


