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Dutch arms industry features

High-Tech
Navy
Aircrafts (parts)
Space technology
Research
Few big military producers: Thales Damen Fokker Airbus TNO 
Woensdrecht (Elbit / AAR / ESA)
Many MKB / SME’s → both military and civil production 
 
Most production = components



  

Import, export, research, training



  

Arms transfers – EU to Israel



  

Arms transfers
Netherlands to Israel

● Value export licences 2013-2022: €23 million

● Restrictive policy since 2002: “In connection with the negative 
developments in the Middle East, and Israel in particular, the 
Netherlands, as well as various EU partners, have tightened their 
export policy towards Israel in the past two years. Permit applications 
are in principle rejected on the basis of criteria two (human rights), 
three (internal tensions) and four (tensions in the region), as a result 
of the daily reality in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in particular, 
especially if deliveries are to the army or air force.”

● However: 

– Transits via Schiphol (until 2008 → moved to Luik)

– Dual use exports (image intensifiers, night vision)

– Military components via other countries

● US (F-16, Apache, Hellfire, F-35)



  

Concerns about future exports

 



  

EU Common Postion on control 
of exports of military technology 

and equipment
Binding EU legislation
Obligation for a licence system
Check against 8 (flexible) criteria   
Reporting to EEAS
Loopholes
Possibility for additional national legislation
Special legislation on dual use products 



  

Eight criteria in short:
1. Respect for  international obligations and commitments
 
2. Respect for human rights in the country of final destination. 

3. Internal situation in the country of final destination, the existence of 
tensions or armed conflicts. 

4. Preservation of regional peace, security and stability. 

5. National security of the Member States.  

6. Behaviour of the buyer country towards the international community. 

7. Existence of a risk of divertion. 

8. Compatibility of the exports with the technical and economic capacity 
of the recipient country.



  

Arms transfers – Israel to EU



  

Marketing strategy



  

Border security



  

Cooperation

● EU – Israel
– Association agreement (2000)
– association to the EU Framework Programmes for 

Research and Innovation (since 1996) –> security
● Netherlands – Israel

– Cooperation armed forces → MoU and SOFA (2021)
– Cooperation between companies
– PMSC firearms training
– Joint research (in EU Framework Programmes)
– Universities → joint research / student exchange



  



  

Cooperation



  

Israel Aerospace Industries



  

Resources for research 
arms production / arms trade 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute <SIPRI.org> 
→ Arms export database, only complete systems not components. 
→ Trend indicators  

<StopWapenhandel.org> (use search machine) 

Parliament & government 
→ Annual Report on export licenses strategic goods 
→ Online overview granted military export licenses 
→ Parliamentary questions and debates

European Network Against Arms Trade <ENAAT.org> 
→ EU Export Data Browser 

European External Action Service 
→ Responsible EU body for arms export control and policy 
→ Online database arms export licenses EU countries



  

Resources for research 
military industry 

NIDV - Nederlandse Industrie voor Defensie & Veiligheid/Dutch Industry 
for Defence and Security 
→ Lobby organisation. 
→ Company guide, announcement of fairs and conferences. 

ASD European Aerospace, Security and Defence Industries 
→ European lobby 

Individual Companies 
→ Websites, annual report, general media (google), military media 

Top 100 international military companies
→ https://sipri.org/databases/armsindustry 
→ https://people.defensenews.com/top-100/



  

Direct action / legal action
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